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Escambia County Public Schools 
District Materials Review Committee Decision 


Attach Request for Reconsideration of Educational Media 
Author: Stephen Chbosky Title or Item: The Perks of Being a Wallflower 


Material Type: Non-adopted class novel set to be used as an optional novel study in 
12th grade ELA classes 


1. District Committee Review Committee 


2 high school media specialists, 2 high school teachers, 1 high school administrator, 1 parent of a 
school student, 1 community member 


2. Meeting date(s), time(s) and location(s): 
8/31/22 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm _— Spencer Bibbs 
9/21/22 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm _—_ Spencer Bibbs 


3. Committee Recommendations 


The committee voted 4:3 recommending the novel remain as an optional title for an English 
Language Arts teacher to use as a novel study for 12th grade students. The Justification for Use of 
Outside Media form must be submitted to and approved by the school administration before use in 
the classroom. An approved parent opt out letter must also be sent home for each student. 


Purchased class sets of the Perks of Being a Wallflower will be collected and stored at a centralized 
district location. Copies of the title will be given to teachers as requested if the following criteria 
are met: 
e Class is a 12th grade English Language Arts class 
e Justification for Use of Outside Media form has been approved by school 
administration 
e The opt-out parent letter has been approved by school administration 


4. Reasons 


The concerns raised in the complaint are part of the characters’ development throughout the novel. 
These concerns do not outweigh the potential discussions and literary value of the novel enough to 
remove it as an option for an ELA teacher to use with 12th grade students. The district level 
distribution process will be established to ensure school administrator approval, parental input, and 
limited use to 12th grade students. 


2022-2023 Item 2, “Perks of Being a Wallflower” Page | of 2 


Case 3:23-cv-10385-TKW-ZCB Document 1-2 Filed 05/17/23 Page 3 of 3 


Escambia County Public Schools 
District Materials Review Committee Decision 


5. Next Steps 


The Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction will inform the complainant, in writing, 
by certified US mail, of the committee’s decision. 

The complainant may appeal the decision to the School Board. The appeal must be made in writing 
to the Superintendent within ten (10) days of receipt of notification of the district-level committee 
decision. 

A decision on the complaint will be made at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting unless the 
request for appeal is filed within fourteen (14) days of the Board meeting. In that instance, the 
matter will be heard at the following regular Board meeting. 

The Board shall review all evidence and materials presented at the district committee level. If the 
complainant wishes to proffer additional evidence, it must be presented to the Superintendent no 


less than eight (8) days prior to the meeting at which the matter will be heard. 


The complainant will be afforded the opportunity to offer additional arguments in support of their 
position. 


The public shall be afforded an opportunity to comment before the Board makes a final decision. 
The Board reserves the right to use outside expertise if necessary to help in its decision making. 
The Board decision will be final, and the Superintendent will implement the decision. 


Decisions on reconsidered materials will stand for five (5) years before new requests for 
reconsideration of those items will be entertained. 
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